Trinity Lutheran Church, Gillette, WY
August 24, 2008
Living Sacrifice

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God, our IFaéinel from our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, amen. The text for the seris morning comes from the Epistle,
which was read earlier.

Looking around here, | notice all sorts of peoplée have everything from
infants to the elderly and everything in betwe&vhile each of us is different, we all go
by the same name: Christian. But we have to askjtiestion, what type of Christian are
you? Are you the “Sunday Christian”, are you thevice-a-year Christian” or are you
the “Everyday of the year and then some Christia@®d does not want us to be the first
two types of Christians. Paul tells us in todagt to offer our bodies és living
sacrifice.” A living sacrifice is not a “you must,” “you oughor “you should.” It is
more than a grain offering or an animal sacrifige those in the Old Testament, but a
sacrifice of ourselves — our gifts, our talents] anr God-given blessings.

These living sacrifices are holy and pleasing ¢alG This is what God wants
from us. He has given us all talents and gifts ldadvants us to use them to further the
work of His kingdom. Our Lord and Savior Jesusi§ilgave to us the greatest of all
living sacrifices: He traded His life to save usnfrsin, death, and the devil. He traded
His life so that you and | might have everlastiifg. | He traded His perfect life for our
sin-ridden life. Paul speaks about OGowdies as a living sacrifice.”It is “holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worshiBefore we go any further, let us ask
the good Lutheran question, “What does this meah@&ieans more than just simple

recitation of words and sitting in a pew for on@iha week. Worship is an attitude of the
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heart, an attitude of giving praise and glory tad®@ar Father, who gives gifts of mercy
and forgiveness to us. Paul is teaching the Rortteatghis attitude is to be our constant
companion, all the days of our life.

The power of self-sacrifice is really the powelafe: real love, Christian love.

In fact, self-sacrifice is the center and contdrgenuine love, the kind we see in the
crucified Christ. When urging Christian peopletomew heights, new levels of
sanctification, we do well to copy Paul's way ohazhishing. It has well been said that
“you must,” “you ought,” “you should,” are not prepterms for sanctification
motivation. Far better it is to point away fronet€hristian, and to point instead to
Christ. Consider God’s mercy. Think of the supeesacrifice that He made on our
behalf.

When we think of the magnitude of Christ’'s sacefiwe look at the sacrifices
that we make. Regardless of our sacrifices, théyrf comparison to the sacrifice that
Christ made. But with that said, that doesn’t miea our sacrifices need to be any less
than our best. Our sacrifice should be more thahmediocre. For the Christians in
Rome that Paul is addressing, it would be lifelifer Christ gave them His. Now they
would give Him theirs in service. This living sdime would be holy and pleasing to the
Lord, a sacrifice of thanksgiving. This lifelongcsifice would be theitspiritual
worship.” We are called to live a life worthy of what wevkaeceived in Christ. Yes,
God has given us Jesus as a gift; freely and porglpf grace.

We must admit that it is easier said than dordeéoa life worthy of what we
have received in Christ. The reason why this idiffecult to do is because we have to

deal with the world. What makes up the world? . Siiverywhere we turn, there it is.
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Our lives are nothing but sin. But there is a wayof that world. We are freed from the
world of sin by the blood of Jesus Christ, shedalbof us on a cross. This will cause a
spiritual transformation by the means of grace caemway from the conforming to the
world.

For people who are new to the Christian faith,| Paoceeds to spell out what a
fitting living sacrifice and “spiritual worship” Wiand won’t include. It is dangerously
easy for believers living in an age that is softsonto share the same lax attitude toward
sin — be it immorality, greed, materialism or sootieer form of lovelessness. Therefore
Paul reminds the readers that certain behavioousoff limits. In fact, believers are to
be non-conformists; Christians are not to confasrthe world’s pattern of rebellion
against God’s Word.

So it should be for us today as well. By heedivgwords of Paul, by not
conforming any longer to the things of this womrlde see more than just the Law in front
of us, our fall into sin, our failure to do what 6&ocommands of us, and we begin to see
the Gospel before us, the gift of life everlastingpugh Christ. We see that we are more
than just sinners in a sinful world. We see thatare redeemed children of God. We
see that we are more than just our own self; waanember of the body of Christ.

Paul has been speaking about transformation, aboatval. Now he gets to the first
specific fruit that he desires to see as the refdtich renewal. He wants to see a
Christian congregation filled with a spirit of upidand God-pleasing harmony. Yet, he
embarks upon some advice that people might be tshipttune out.

The advice he gives at this point is seconded bye¢hewed Christian mind. No

unbeliever wants to swallow the idea that he orish& extremely important. Paul
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speaks here against pride. One has to wonder ahgtile doesn’t cause more damage
in the Christian congregation than any other palaicsin. Isn’t it pride that can keep
people apart for years on end? Remembering how e@mgregations Paul came into
contact with, knowing how often he was the arbatratf disputes, we can imagine that
Paul knew how many troubles and long-term feuds$dcbe extinguished, if only people
would put aside their pride. That is why Paul emaged the members of the young
congregation in Rome to use their sanctified Clamstommon sense. When the
inevitable comparisons would arise between theedsfit members of the congregation,
each one was to remembérhere but for the grace of God go I.”

As members of the body of Christ, there is a aeda&pectation placed upon us.
That expectation is to be holy. The apostle Retees,“As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the passions of your former ignorahecg as he who called you is holy,
you also be holy in all your conductWe are not capable, by our own means, to be holy;
our sin prohibits that. However, in Christ Jesus, Lord, we are indeed made holy. We
are given all the blessings which God had meana$aat the time of creation: to be
sinless and holy and to live with Him in everlagtinghteousness.

Most of us have heard the saying “A house dividgainst itself cannot stand.”
That is how the body of Christ is. One part cargaoty the entire body, nor can the
body exist without the one body part. The saméstlue for us now. We cannot live
without fellow Christians who strengthen us dailie all sin and need repentance. Our
brothers and sisters in Christ help give us th@sumetwork that we need to live a
godly life. At the same time, the body cannot ewighout Christ as the head. Christ is

at the head of the body when we gather as felldigv®ss in Him, to hear the sweet
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sound of the Gospel and to receive the gift oflbttidy and blood, given and shed for the
forgiveness of our sins. Through this practicemfitual worship, we are strengthened —
both as individuals and as the body of ChristJdaus’ name, amen. Now the peace of

God which passes all understanding, keep your $iaat minds through faith in Christ

Jesus, amen.

Pentecost 15 A (Proper 16) 5 Romans 11:33-12:8



